Amundsen-Scott South Pole 2= “é::
APO 96598 PBM; _—

at South Pole

Pitney Bowes Model 6900 Serial 5407172

This postage meter was used from January 2000 thru Janu-
ary 2004. The South Pole Post Office in 2000 shows the PB
Model 6900 on the counter. www.south-pole.com.

Posteard—FPO AP 96598 In Error
Date: 13 February 2000 FPO AP 96598
Rate: $0.20 Domestic Posteard

The meter was delivered using the old Navy
FPO designation in the k. An error |
This was replaced the next season with the
proper Air Force APO designation
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Air Force APO AP 96598 Correction in 2000/2001 Season
Date: 4 December 2000 South Pole
Rate: $0.33 Domestic First Class Letter

sgﬂﬁﬁw The meter's townmark was corrected from the erroneous
South Pole SWHTH Navy FPO error. This cover commemorates the Admiral
paC 488 Box 400 | Byrd flight in 1929,
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at South Pole

Chilean Expedition traverse from Chilean Base
Punta Arenas to the South Pole.

Date: 5 December 2004 South Pole

Rate: $0.70 International Airmail Letter (IMM 29)
The Chilean exploration team traveled from their
Punta Arenas base to the South Pole and then re-
tumed during the 2004/2005 season.
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Chilean cachets on reverse of postcard.
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Posteard-First Polar Helicopter Landing
Date: 17 December 2003

Rate: $0.23 Domestic Postcard
P 1 rescue | g
rashed requiring fur-

i

Aircraft subsequently ¢
ther evacuations.

New and Old Stations Postcard (Reverse)

The old under the ice South Pole Station (Dome)
built it 1975 was damaged by moving ice. Replaced
by new base started in 1999. Postcard shows new
station (yellow building) half finished as of 2003.

Helicopter on retum rip crashed 193 ki north of Patrin Hills
Injunies 10 both explorers required medivac to Punia A
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POLAR FIRST at SOUTIH POLE

Scott F Smith,
South Pole Station
PSC 468, BOX 400
APO AP 96508-5400
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Package Piece from South Pole
Date: 4 December 2003 APO 96598
Rate: $13.24 Total

SQUTH POLE, : S an 8 | $11.55 Parcel Select 511b Zone 4
T4 j: &% £ S . $1.70 Parcel Air (DMM58 10Aug03)
mm:“- ; a9 An Antarctic worker sends personal items
> . SRR - home perhaps for Christmas. The station
F3ac o g ¥ ¢ store had a few gift items in stock by this
2y A time.

The Pitmey Bowes model 6900 limits postage
to $9.99, requiring two meter lapes

Pitney Bowes DM100 Postage Meter
Date: 1 January 2006 South Pole

Rate: $0.80 International First Class Letter
Semi Official USPS Cover,

PB DM100 at South Pole
Used 20052006 season

Pitney Bowes DM100 at South Pole

The semi digital PB Model 6900 had to be re-
placed as part of the Meter Migration Mandate.
The fully digital model DM100 was installed in
September 2005. However, this model requires
full telephone support. South Pole only has tele-
phone support for a few hours a day. The unit was
removed in February 2006.

. ; I Pitney Bowes Model DM 100
B UNITED STATES John Howell Postias Mowe
POSTAL SERVICE 2 Browns Road
“DEEP FREEZE" Kingston, Tas, 7050
.S, AIR FORCE POST OFFICE AUSTRALIA

APO AP 96598
SOUTH POLE, ANTARCTICA
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APO 96598 ing on resources but became
— _|obsolete January 2009 as part Pitney Bowes Personal
of the US “Meter Migration Post Postage Meter
Mandate™.
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337 B4 Nt 31 o8 Station Dedication Cover
7 & Voee 21 06 ati 4
{'_J%:(;WIG‘U i iy é;,r, 98 Date: 21 December 2006

Rate: $0.84 International First Class Letter
Construction of new *above the ice’ station
completed in 2006/2007 season.

Parcel Front From the South Pole Station

Date: 3 November 2008

Rate: $17.67 Domeslic Parcel 121b Zone 8 (DMM300 12May08)
SAM. Military “Space Available Mail” by air overseas.

Parcel of belongings sent home. Recovered from box in the attic.

From:

Bill Spindler, RPSC f Rews

South Pole Station '

PSC 468 Box 400

APO AP 96508 \ i
L AMIRR A y

“Bill Spindler — ¥
c/o Kathy Spindler ;
511 Hiscock St 2
Ann Arbor M| 48103

. SANFRANCISO
CALIFORNIA (USA)
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McMurdo Station
APO AP 96599

PB Model 5300 Serial 3345117
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Earliest Known Season With Postage Meter

Date: 7 December 1995

Postage: $0.32 Domestic First Class Rate

Postage Meter impression from the first season that meter
number 3345117 is known to be used at McMurdo,
Postage

Second Season

Date: 20 October 1996

Postage Meter impression from meter number
3345117 during its second season at McMurdo.

2 celn
bide y 25
3 g Ropes AL
S P
2ALAT Pt 1.5
LA = folo® U5
R T e s

Ll bed b FAAR ATl

Pitney Bowes Model 5300 moves to US McMurdo Base

The McMurdo post office was operated by the US Navy from 1957
with a complex zip code history. From 1991 to 1998 used FPO 96599.
After 1998 the Air Force took over using the zip code APO AP 96599.

The Pitney Bowes Model 5300 serial 3345117 that had been used at
South Pole Station from 1987 was moved to McMurdo and is known to
have been used there from 24 August 1995 to 17 October 2000,

This meter was replaced with modern PVI postal meters as mechani-
cal meters became obsolete in 2000.

Reportedly another PB Model 5300 meter was present at McMurdo
from 1987 but impressions from that unit have never been published.

Pitney Bowes Model 5300 Postage
Meter, a mechanical unit,




McMurdo Station
APL) 96599 PB Model 5300 Serial 3345117

Postcard. World Flags at South Pole

Date: 21 October 1999 McMurdo

Rate: $0.33 Domestic First Class Letter Rate

Posted at McMurdo using the Model 5300 postage meter

Postcard of McMurdo Station as seen from
Observation Hill. Known as Mac Town, it
houses about 1100 scientists and support
personnel during the Austral Summer
About 200 during winter.
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Elaborate McMurdo Cover
Dates: 17 October 2000 McMurdo

18 October 2000 McMurdo
Rate: $0.33 Domestic First Class Letter
Elaborate cover prepared in October 2000
using McMurdo meter 3345117, Reverse
(shown below) contains note that delivery
was delayed one year due to illness of a
clerk.
USAP (US Antarctic Program ) operates the
POSTAL SERVICE bases as shown in cirt'll|;ll: st iukerpe
PAR A v ON " : Cachet also depicts a USAF KC-10 Tanker

AE5 AD Qrrar refueling a C-141 cargo aircraft, an essen-

AlIR MA IL USA " tial support operation for many round trip

supply fights
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McMurdo Station g ] g‘_ﬁ
APO 96599 -

USPS PV Meters at McMurdo

What isa PVI?
Since the late 1990°s the US Post Offices have used post-
age meters made by MOS/Unisys. These units include

keyboard. touch screen, scale and printer. Generally ::Rh(r)s;_?h;' "(i:?;‘:si;?ﬂﬂl McMurdo

Talidats it ost Office Zip Code
known as a Postage Validation Indicia (PVI) Pinter. Date: 27 August 2009
Rate: $29.88 24 Ib 11 oz Parcel Post

SAM Space Available Mail air cargo,

Note that package senders from Antarctica usu-
ally use their home address in the US for the re-
tum address and not the base address.

McMurdo Station Post Office dated 2000, PVI

s . =ft P - PV1 Imprint McMurdo Post Office.
screen shows at left. Photo by Scott Smith. An O iy

Date: 28 December 2006

Rate: $0.39 Domestic First Class | stter
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U.S. MAIL

PS5 LABEL 136, February 1671
PSN T530-05- 000-4408
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CALIFC7NIA (USA)
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USAF Post Office at Christchurch

APO AP 96531
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PBS5300 at Christchurch USPS PVI Meters at Christchurch

US Air Force Post Office at Christchurch

Pitney Bowes 5300 then the USPS PV1

The Christchurch airport is the jump off point for
US and NZ Antarctic bases as well as bases of other
countries. The US Air Force maintains a post office
at the Christchurch airport for use by personnel trav-
Eoa elling to and from Antarctica. Handles about 240,000
13 pounds of mail a year supporting the continuing US

Operation Deep Freeze.

Used Pitney Bowes model 5300 meters until 2000

when Post Office PVI units were installed.
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Pitney Bowes model 5300 postage meter.

Date: 9 November 1999 USAF APO 96531

Rate: $0.33 Domestic (To NZ should be $0.60 International)
Probably meant to be a round trip cover through McMurdo

LE:' M) 5. McLACHLAN but directed to NZ postal system for delivery in Christchurch.
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Air Polarogramme showing LC-130 Hercules
at MeMurdo Station
Date: 17 October 2000 USAF APO 96531

19 October 2000 USAF APO 96531

25 October 2000 McMurdo
Rate: $0.33 Domestic or $0.60 International

Paid $0.50

Air Polarogrammes are printed by a number of
companies with Antarctic themes and are often
sold at tourist counters.
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PVI Mail Label from Christchurch to Denver
2 Date: 07 February 2008 :
| | [ Rate: $7.02 Domestic Parcel Post 31b to Zone 5 z
| IJ' (DMM300 14May07)
i ’ Antarctic worker returns to Christchurch, mails New Zealand
,i | i | personal materials home, io Antarfics
The Air Force Post Office at Christchurch in- through
stalled the PV units in 2000 as all US post of- Christchurch

v L i L fices made this change.




