McMurdo Station
Pitney Bowes Model 5300

Meter Number 3345117
1995 thru 2000

Posteard. World Flags at South Pole

Date: 21 October 1999 McMurdo

Rate: $0.33 Domestic First Class Letter Rate

Pasted at McMurdo using the Model 5300 postage meter.

Postcard of McMurdo Station as seen from
Observation Hill. Known as Mac Town, it
houses about 1100 scientists and support
personnel during the Austral Summer.
About 200 during winter,

Loy e Elaborate McMurdo Cover
Dates: 17 October 2000 McMurdo

18 October 2000 McMurdo
Rate:  $0.33 Domestic First Class Letter
Elaborate cover prepared in October 2000
using McMurdo meter 3345117, Reverse
(shown below) contains note that delivery
was delayed one year due to illness of a
clerk.
USAP (US Antarctic Program) operates the
bases as shown in circular sticker.
Cachet also depicts a USAF KC-10 Tanker

L e = ; ; ; refueling a C-141 cargo aircraft, an essen-
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' McMurdo Station

MOS/Unisys PVI
2000 thru Present
What is a PVI? = : ﬁw
Since the late 1990°s the US Post Of-  zess lm" '
3 T fices have used postage meters made = e Had,
McMurdo Station Post Office dated 2000, PVI by MOS/Unisys known as PVI’s. These units include key-
screen shows at left. Photo by Scott Smith, board, touch screen, scale and printer. Generally known as
a Postage Validation Indicia (PVI) Printer. Virtually all
US Post Offices changed to the PVI system in 2000.
Sh—
PVI Imprint McMurdo Post Office.
An Opened Letter.
Date: 28 December 2006
Rate: $0.39 Domestic First Class Letter
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APO at Christchurch Airport
MOS/Unisys PVI

PVI Priority Package

Date: 22 Febuary 2006 Used After 2000
Rate: $8.10 underpaid ($8.85 Priority 41b to Zone 5)

Personal Items sent home by post after refurning from

duty at South Pole Station,
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McMurdo Station
MOS/Unisys PVI
2000 thru Present

Package Piece with PVI imprint,

McMurdo Post Office Zip Code 96599

Date: 27 August 2009

Rate: $29.88 24 Ib 11 oz Parcel Post.

SAM Space Available Mail air cargo.

Note that package senders from Antarctica usual-
ly use their home address in the US for the return
address and not the base address.
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i APO at Christchurch Airport
USAF Post Office at Christchurch Pitney-Bowes Model 5300
APO AP 96531 Used Until 2000

US Air Force Post Office at Christchurch

The Christchurch airport is the jump off point
for US and NZ Antarctic bases as well as bases of
other countries. The US Air Force maintains a post
office at the Christchurch airport for use by person-
nel travelling to and from Antarctica, Handles
about 400,000 pounds of mail a year supporting
the US Operation Deep Freeze.

Used Pitney-Bowes model 5300 meters until
2000 when Post Office PVI units were installed.
Several meter numbers of each meter type are
known.
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Pitney-Bowes model 5300 postage meter.

S. MGLACHLAN Date: 9 November 1999 USAF APO 96531

54 Shades Arcade ;
e Rate: $0.66 to NZ. Should be $0.60 Intemnational
U.S. Affi FORCE POST OF=ICE Cashel Street An APO operates as if it is US Territory. A letter to a New
CHAISTCHURCH REWZEALAND ¥ Christchurch Zealand address considered international,
. i New Zealand

Air Polarogramme showing L/C-130 Hercules
at McMurdo Station
Date: 17 October 2000 USAF APO 96531

19 October 2000 USAF APO 96531

25 October 2000 McMurda
Rate: $0.33 Domestic or $0.60 International

Paid $0.50

Air Polarogrammes are printed by a number of
companies with Antarctic themes and are often
sold at tourist counters.
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First Stop on the way to Antarctica.

Last Stop on the Way Home.

The Christchurch APO post office PVI handles the
personal items that cannot be carried onboard as
luggage.

APO at Christchurch Airport
MOS/Unisys PVI
Used After 2000

Soott . Smith
South Pole Station
PEC 458 Box 400
APC AP 96508-5400
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U.S. POSTAGE P'VI With optional Zipcode barcode
HFF;BIEP Date: 29 September 2008
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Scott Smith

PVI Without optional Zipeode barcode
Date: 29 September 2008

Rate: $0.41 Domestic Letier
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