5.3 WORLD WAR 1

The massive demobilization right after WW I required Surgeon General Rupert Blue, USPHS, to address the physicians of the USA
concerning the problems of VD in this form letter and circular.
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OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL

TREASURY DEPARTMENT

UNITED STATES PuBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

DIVISION OF VENEREAL DISEASES.

AN APPEAL TO PHYSICIANS FOR COOPERATION IN THE
FIGHT AGAINST VENEREAL DISEASES.

The war turned the spotlight on many things heretofore neglected or avoided. No dis-
closures were more startling than those showing the destructive inroads of venereal disease
on the health and efficiency of the Army and Navy.

From the time the United States entered the war
in April, 1917, to September, 1918, the loss to the
Army from venereal disease represented 2,295,000
days of service.

Now the war is over!

The Nation is on its way to a peace basis.

Interest begins to turn from the fighting efliciency
of the Army to the reconstructive power of industry ;
and as it turns, this striking fact stands out: All
venereal diseases in the Army were caused by con-
ditions in civilian life. The Army and Navy, as
organizations, do not tolerate prostitution.
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made that a majority of physicians refuse to treat
venereal diseases, and that many of those who do
treat them are careless in their methods of treatment.

This is probably one reason for the continued
spread and existence of venereal disease, for which -
the medical profession must assume responsibility.
As a result of the refusal by a large part of the pro-
fession to give the problem proper study and atten-
tion, venereal diseases have become a headliner for
quackery and self-treatment, neither of which is safe
or effective.

Venereal disease is a scourge which menaces the
industrial efficiency of the Nation, and the United
States Public Health Service believes that physicians
should understand the seriousness of the situation
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A wide variety of pamphlets were produced that warned of the dangers of loose women, whores, and V.D.
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Corporal E.B. Coyle either read and paid attention to the advice above or received prophylaxis in time.
Soldiers who were not VD free were not returned to the U.S. with their units but were detained until cured.

Infirmary, Camp No, 3,
Post lontierchaume,
APC 738, AEF, France.

CERTIFICATE OB/ PHYSEEAL INSPECTION.

; & rtfy Wh date( 1919)
examined| _ f‘ﬂ%zzﬂ )

and found him not affected with any venereal disease //tactlon or
contagious disease.

L]
T,C. Liddell.,:
TCL/b Capt.,M.C.,U.8.A,




54 FAR EASTERN WARS
During the Russo-Japanese War ...

M. Trephow M.D., Head Doctor of the 53rd Principle Reserve and who mailed this letter while on active duty
in Vladivostok, had little to offer his troops who suffered a reported infection rate of 60 per 1000. The rate is
suspiciously low since carloads of prosititutes were shipped East into exile for the gratification of the troops.
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Whereas the Japanese soldier who used this letter sheet would have had access to
brothels inspected and controlled by the Army to reduce the V.D. infection rates.
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54 THE FAR EAST

Promiscuous soldiers and sailors contributed to high VD rates during long deployments in the Far East.

VD was no stranger to French forces in Viet Nam from 1890 onward.
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HOPITAL D'HAIPHONG CORR. D. ARMEES HAI-PHONG 6 DEC 1383

By the time of American involvement, penicillin resistan strains of gonorrhea were common in Southeast Asia.
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QUAN-BUU (MILITARY POST), VIET NAM SEP 11, 1974
From Postal Sector (KBC = Khu Buu Chin) 3338
to SaDec in Mekong Delta

A World Health Organization study conducted at the
end of the Viet Nam War showed four of five South
Vietnamese soldiers had been infected with VD.




