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The Early Postage Meter Stamps of
Mainland China

he development of postage meter use
in China can be separated into three

periods:
1) a long and cautious time of testing and

experimentation which lasted from
1926 to 1948,

2) the 'classic' period from 1948 to the
1970s in which 48 imported machines
were used in several large post offices,
and

3) the modern period from the late 1970s
to the present in which meter use
expanded into thousands of post offices
and businesses throughout the country.

This exhibit documents the test/experi-
mental and classic periods.

As may be expected in an area as little
explored as Chinese metered mail, locating
examples from before the modern period is
difficult. No dealers stock meter stamps per
se. Most examples in the exhibit were
found in the postal history sections of
auctions and in dealers' stock priced
according to the rarity and usage of
accompanying adhesive stamps on the
covers. The essays and loose meter tapes
were obtained from several of the very few
meter stamp collections formed while the
stamps were current. It is safe to say that
even the most frequently found stamp types
are rare compared to the relative abundance
of traditional adhesive stamps, and a

significant number are known by a single
example. Of course what is unique today
may be 'one of several known' tomorrow,
but presently this material is difficult to
find.

Rarity, of course, does not equal
importance. The exhibit contains many
covers of historical significance. One with
foremost impact is the essay found
immediately after the title page. It is the
single earliest Chinese meter impression
known and predates by two years what was
once considered to be the first Chinese
meter essay.

The Francotyp essay shown further
along is also unique. Equally important is
the cover franked by the first meter actually
placed into use in China. Only three covers
and a handful of cut-outs are known to exist
today, all 2¢ denomin-ations except the 5¢
example in the exhibit. Several other
'earliest known' and unique items are also
present.

The most useful references are "The
Postage Meter and Postpaid Machine
Stamps of China" by the exhibitor,
published by the China Stamp Society in
2000, and "The Early Postage Meters of
Mainland China" by the exhibitor,
published in "The Congress Book 1997" by
the American Philatelic Congress in June
1997. An earlier reference is "The Postage
Meters of China" by H.G. Morgan,
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published in "The China Clipper", Vol. XX, no. 2, January 1956
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