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SYNOPSYS

The Early Postage M eter Stamps of
Mainland China

he devel opment of postage meter use
in Chinacan be separated into three
periods:

1) alongand cautious time of testing and
experimentation which lasted from
1926 to 1948,

2) the'cdassic' period from 1948 tothe
1970s in which 48 imported machines
were used in severd large post offices,
and

3) the modern period from the late 1970s
to the present in which meter use
expanded into thousands of post offices
and busi nesses throughout the country.

This exhibit documentsthe test/experl
mental and classic periods. %/\x&g
Asmay be expected inan
explored as Chinese met |ng
examples from before th ern perlod IS
difficult. No dederssto stamps per
se. Most examplesi bit were
' ! sections of

accompanyingdhesive stamps on the
covers. The essays and |oose meter tapes
were obtained from severd of the very few
meter stamp collections formed while the
stamps were current. It is safe to say that
even the most frequently found stamp types
are rare compared to the relative abundance
of traditiond adhesive stamps, and a

significant number are known by asingle
example. Of course what is unique today

may be 'one of severa knowntgmorrow,
but presently this materi It to
find.

Rarity, of co ot equa

importance. Th ' '
covers of hi e&% Ificance. One with
forem' the essay found

' te ‘: er' the title page. It isthe
‘;' Chinese meter impression

predates by two years what was
nsidered to be the first Chinese

The Francotyp essay shown further
adongisaso unique. Equaly important is
the cover franked by the first meter actualy
placed into use in China. Only three covers
and ahandful of cut-outs are known to exist
today, dl 2¢ denomin-ations except the 5¢
example in the exhibit. Severd other
‘earliest known' and unique items are dso
present.

The most useful references are "The
Postage Meter and Postpaid Machine
Stamps of China" by the exhibitor,
published by the China Stamp Society in
2000, and "The Early Postage Meters of
Mainland China" by the exhibitor,
published in "The Congress Book 1997" by
the American Philatelic Congress in June
1997. An earlier referenceis "The Postage
Meters of China" by H.G. Morgan,



published in "The China Clipper", Vol.

XX, no. 2, January 1956



The Early Postage Meter
Stamps of Mainland China

Before the 1970s only
48 poslage melers were in
use in all of China. By
comparison, during the
1960s, several hundred
thousand meters were
being used in the United
States.

Despite this miniscule
number, a surprising va-
riety of different meter
stamp designs were need-
ed because of changes in
governments, currencies
and inflation. Some de-
signs were used for
months by several ma-

chines while others E
isted ior days 01‘11}*
single meter.

This e nes
the seven W\ Eagns
and ve used on
these 48 classic postage

meters. It a sn shows the

unadopted essays that
preceded themn.

This is a unique pres-
entation of a previously
unexplored area of Chi-
nese postal development.

p

Early unadopted essays, 1926 — 1935

Frank with frame modeled
on the Martyrs issue adhe
ive stamps of 1932!34 s%

1936

Universal Postal

large fran rfora-
tion frame

Pitn S ﬁytng goose

-

©

%Hasler flying goose frank.

1949

Pitney Bowes straight-line
frank. 1957

O
o

Pitney Bowes small frank.
1957

Hasler straight-line frank.
1961

O



Early Unadopted Essays

The first attempt to design a postage meter stamp
for China was made by Universal Postal F re of

England on their “Midget-5” machine. %:’\%)
O] X( Z 7

MESN

This strip, dated 6 May 1926, is thc carlicst Chincsc
postage meter artifact recorded.



Early Unadopted Essays

P
gy 231

The same
Universal

machine was
tested again

in 1929.

Flier for the
Universal
Midget
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In 1928 Universal created a second design for

i Early Unadopted Essays
| their “Midget-3" model,
|

ris




Early Unadopted Essays

Francotyp of Germany created a design for the China
market in 1930. It did not succeed in fielding a machine in
China.

Francu§ I*\ﬁudel C
unadop essay, 17
May 1930. The only
known example.

Mustration of & Francotyp C
machine from a flier, 1928.
>



Early Unadopted Essays

In 1935, Universal shipped a single M %
mach:ne to Shanghai for E‘?%Ill

AN

N %

One of three surviving impressions from the
first Multi-Value test, 8 Oct. 1935.



Martyrs issue frame design

| The first meter stamp actually used was modeled on the
Martyrs issue adhesives of 1932/34. One meter was Qsed
in the Shanghai main post office in June and J% :

O

| Proof from First Day of Use,
annotated “Specimen of Approved Die”



Martyrs issue frame desig;

All five known postally used examples
ol (he first issued meter stamp are 2¢
except for this 5¢ cover.



Martyrs issue frame design

The same machine used in the live test in 1936 was re-
tested after World War 2 with a larger stamp design.

with dollar sign below value

A

T

Proof of stamp as used with boxed 100 yuan suffix



Martyrs issue frame design

One of two known postally used examples with boxed

1000 yuan suffix. %
&
AN

Parcel post receipt, 24 June 1948






Universal, large frank

In 1947 thirty-six UInivereal Postal Frankers
“Multi-Value” meters were delivered to China.

The first essay design has a flying goose at top
center.

"_“".?..'_'T;'.';r'.:a’é'ﬁ"

$999900

1DHE
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=l

These two covers are the only known
examples of the essay.



Universal, large frank

The earliest issued version of the Universal "Hlying
Goose” has both a meter number and post office
identification. It was used in two post offices, Shanghai No.
4 and Nanking No. 6, from 1 July to 23 Aug. 19

1$550000
| :Nmﬁiﬁﬁﬁ
VIA AIR MAIL_ )

Misg Margaret Fush
Ohicago, Ill. ; : . :

Shanghai to USA, S August 1948, paying the
international airmail rate of Chinese National
Currency $550,000 in ettect 1-21 August 1948.



Universal, large frank

Nanking to USA, 19 August 1948



Universal, large frank

I Mr. e g‘— H g%‘eﬂm?
Eo WesT 461h 5,

Qe @JSA 30 July 1948, paying the

‘u‘.,. EllI‘II'lEul rate of Chinese National

One of two examples known with a slogan, which
reads “Fast, fast, fast, Airmail is the fastest .

NOTE: The date on this meter (30 VII 37) shows the number of years
since the birth of the Chinese Republic in 1911. This eleven year
difference from Western year dates is frequently found on meter

stamps.



Universal, large frank

Unique proof from meter U23, Kweiyang 1.
No postally used examples are known.



Universal, large frank

A succceding Universal essay moved the goose to the
upper right. From here forward only design details
remained to be approved.

Zo e N

V N
Essay with I@erer’s meter number “U36”.
~

HEE Tz
$543100

NOm {1 EEE

Proof with manufacturer’s meter number “U28” and
post office ID number (blocked).



Universal, large frank

To understand succeeding design changes,
please look at the denomination field
of the Universal Multi-Value.

L A N W PN |
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T %%umbar banks in the middle are on wheels

0 set the postage amount. The leftmost bank
S s an asterisk when in the zero position.

. The prefix and suffix are immoveable and are changed
only by altering the print head.

. Four prefixes were used: $ * % %

. Fourteen different suffixes were used: from double zero
to quad zero plus various Chinese characters up to the
characters for 10,000 yuan (dollars).



Universal, large frank

Large Fen suffix

Between August and November 1948, the meter at Shanghai
No. 4 was altered in two ways to reflect the change from
Chinese National to the new Gold currency:

. the Dollar Sign prefix was changed to an asterisk

- the Double Zero suffix was replaced by the Large Fen
character. . :

-

—— g

13124351"_

= |¢1 Avenue,

York, UsS.A.

o
_— L
M{‘fu‘w

Y il

Matched pair of covers SHANGHAI No. 4 to Belgium and USA in
December, 1948. This meter known used with Large Fen suffix
one month only.



Universal, large frank

Formal Yuan suffix

Gold currency succumbed to inflation quickly. By the
close of 1948 the suffix on the few meters then in gse were

changed [fuin the Large Fen (cent) o the Yuan

Kweiyang No. 1 to Tsuni, Kweichow, 20 March, 1949.

50 Gold Yuan paid the domestic letter rate in effect from
11 March to 1 April, 1949,



Universal, large frank

Formal Yuan suffix [

This is the lone
recorded example of
the Canton No. 3
design with Formal
Yuan suffix.

Cancelled Nan Hai,
3 Jan. (1930), this
Communist Ren Min
Bi currency usage
ignored the formal
Yuan suffix.




Universal, large frank

Formal Yuan suffix [E]|

No post office ID number. %

8.Y.Bze, Physica Department,
Science College,

National Central University,
Nankingy China,”

!

Vietor Anin

; BE - 5|5
AFQS Corporfi A |
SR maon A b

s
e

WNMg to USA, 20 March, 1040,
3 N0 Gold Yuan paid the basic international airmail

rate in effect from 16 March to 1 April 1949.

This is one of two known examples of a Universal large frank
stamp without an identification numher.



Universal, large frank

Formal Yuan suffix [§

In 1940 China imported a special Universal model called the
Teltax. It was designed for franking telegrams baif used to

frank domestic parcels during 1947. It was test @ n 1949

with the Formal Yuan suffix.

§ =
3% %COC
5 nems

@ 1949 teset proof.

The Teltax stamp has angular value figures, and the town mark
circle is lower.




Universal, large frank

Double Zero suffix

This was used with Gold currency stamps as well
as the preceding Chinese National currency.

As inflation of the Gold currency gathered speed,
meter stamps continued to be modified. The
meters at Canton Nos. 1 and 2 began using the
double zero suffix in early April 1949,

Canton No. 2
One of two examples known in this state.



Universal, large frank

Triple Zero suffix

Inflation added a zero to the Canton
suffix in late April 1940, @

&
Canton No. 1 is the only meter
known to have used the Triple Zero

suffix.

Two examples are known, 25 and
29 April 1949,



Universal, large frank

Quad Zero suffix

Canton No. 2 skipped the triple zeros and

went to a Quad Zero suffix probably in late
April 1949. Although obviously meant for Gold

currency, all known examples are dated 10
May to 13 June 1949 in the early %S&

currency period.
@
B

Canton No. 2 to USA, 11 May 1949, $6,600,000

The rate for international airmail was 66 Silver cents on
11 May. For this mailing, the Gold era denomination was

ignored and Silver currency was assumed.



Universal, large frank

Quad Zero suffix

During the difficult times in mid-1949 some postal
clerks used meters to produce provisional st Id over
the counter.

Dt h A R A s AR AR AR
4 § -
AU ! |
el RN
X | x 1 ) :
T F d 7 Y
VBT I \ 1
/] & /
i 4 k]
i "I- 5
p F

@

Tete-beche pair, bought in Canton and used
on a 13 June 1919 mailing from Tai Shan,

approximately 50 kilometers from Canton.



Universal, large frank

Double Zero over Formal Yuan suffix 00/[H|

Several meters were adapted to Gold currency inflation by
adding a couple zeros to the Yuan suffix.

A, "z

(e

Al No. 4 to United
Nation IRO Evacuation
Camp in the Philippines, 11
April 1949. Franked with
$8000 in adhesives and a
$15,300 meter stamp paying
the $23,300 registered air
mail rate in effect for five days
from 11 to 16 April 1949.

A . e —




Universal, large frank
Double Zero over Formal Yuan suffix 00/[E

Franked with a
mix of six provis-
ional and one reg-
ular meter stamp,
this 41,000 Yuan-
franked cover was | FRiFes=a giic § gpE TS (S =
mailed from Swa- | @ Pt ] (R R R
tow to Hong Kong || ‘& &8 el s et
on 12 December
1949,

Communist

forces in Swatow
continued to use

Nationalist
inscribed meter

stamps for months
after they gained
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Universal, large frank

Double Zero over Formal Yuan suffix 00/[E]|

This 25 January 1950 PRC mailing to the USA

retained the Republican inscription.

'f:‘. Y

N (N ’
T
OW to USA,
S January 1950.

Franked with 500 Yuan meter
stamp plus 1300 Yuan in
adhesives paying the 1800
Yuan basic PRC international
airmail rate in efiect 15 January
to 10 February 1950.

de Elu &08 Toad
Llalel ODwafow
SAIEL

THE WO LDE wif Aslin
How Tork LY,
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Universal, large frank

1000 Yuan suffix {f/[E %

Canton No. 3 used the suffix characters for
1000 Yuan at some point. Two examples are
known, both loose tapes without town mark.



Universal, large frank

10,000 Yuan suffix &/

The final adaptation to Gold currency i ion
was the use of a suffix indicating 10,0 :

R

Chungking No. 1



Universal, large frank

10,000 Yuan suffix =/ [E

Technically used in the early Silver currenc iod. this
cover with the 10,000 (Gold) Yuan suffix wa only a
few days before the fall of Shanghai to Com ' CES.

[ o HATIOMAL CHRISTIAMN COUNCIL
180 YUEN MENE YUEH moAD
SHAMGHAL

N - "".” f__‘--l.
- L R S G n

:
| d=F |

Sty Lutheran Mission T1ay
| 310 Hart Road
% avefilganehial

! X
T LA

- ST - i ——— it T T —
[ a o - = -

SIIANGIIAI No. 4 registered local cover, 4 May 1949,



Universal, large frank

Silver Currency

The Silver Yuan replaced the worthless Gold currency on 27
April 1949. The change was accomodated in Changsha by

Changsha to USA, 3 May 1949.
One of two known covers.



Universal, large frank

Dot below Large Fen suffix %

Several locations used the Large Fen suffix with a dot added

below to indicate the newer currency.

e

v

5

red month in the date.
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Kunming No. 2

Double registered domestic cover, Kunming to
Canton, 28 June 1949



Universal, large frank
Dot below Large Fen suffix 43

The meter at -
Swatow was used

after takeover by
Communist forces

without regard to
the currency in-
dicator.

This cover was
mailed from Swatow

to Hong Kong on 16
November 1949,

after Ren Min Bi
currency had be-
come effective.




Universal, large frank

Dot below Large Fen suffix B

‘= SITA. =% ’L ¥
el | ok 4 B,
[.i | itlEJEﬁE ;

e %\) — :—.—_-..
In Kweiyang ps were sold over the counter

during a e of traditional adhcsives.

This blné currently the only known multiple.

&

Caxton 'No. 1 was
the o machine to
use the Large Fen
suffix without dot
below for Silver
CUurrency.

Known 11 June to
2 July 1949




Universal, large frank

Small Fen suffix /N

A small version of the Fen suffix was used for
Silver currency at Canton Nos. 3 and 4.

Registered cover to Hong Kong
franked with tete-beche pair of
10¢ provisional silver currency
stamps, Canton No. 3, cancelled
HOI HAO, 27 June, 1949.

@« Canton No. 4, tete-beche pair of
2 fen provisional stamps, cancelled
in San He, 23 July, 1949.




Universal, large frank

Small Li suffix )=

At Canton No. 3 the Fen character was
replaced by a small Li.

pedded,
LY L)
-‘ o =

S [/

/i

i das 1z 1er 200 1 1

Canton to USA, 12 August, 1949, mailed from Xin
Chang, franked with 2.5 fen provisional meter stamp plus
40 fen in regular stamps.

It appears the Li suffix was ignored and the meter stamp
was treated as 25 fen. This is still a ten fen overpayment of
the prevailing 65 fen international airmail rate,



Universal, large frank

Large Li suffix F

Later in the Silver period Canton No. 4 changed from the
Fen to a large Li character (1/10 cen%&

i |
o4

Date appears to be September, 1949. Franking is with Silver
Yuan and Unit Rate stamps plus the provisional meter stamp.

Seven examples of the Large Li suffix are recorded.




Universal, large frank

As the Republican government lost control, regional postal
services sprang up. The East China area had meter stamps
inscribed East China Postal Administration.

PO 2
The earliest East China Universal stamp appeared in July
1949 and had an Informal Yuan suffix ¢

&)
SHAN \1{1003.1 cover,
2008ep. 1949

Known with this suffix from 12
July to 12 October 1949.

This is a turned cover. "Q- ‘mm“\* -}h | f?“%} '.
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Universal, large frank

East China Postal Administration

Informal Yuan suffix T

SEHAMGHAI (0]

Q e
PR S P T El
2 e — : 1 |
THE CHINA CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION =, PR ey e _ i ;
155 YUAM MING YUAN ROAD r 7 o i ; s
4 ':.; | s ls
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|
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oy 3% = B R oBh s Bt
BerH | EESERD

SHANGHAI No. 4, international
surface rate to England,

5 October 1949



Universal, large frank

East China Postal Administration,

Informal Yuan suffix ¢

Nanking to
Hong Kong,

27 September
1949

Every East China metered item known to exist is
from Shanghai except for this unique cover from
Nanking.



Universal, large frank

East China Postal Administration,

Zero plus Informal Yuan suffix 0j¢

On 13 October a zero was added to the suffix
on the SHANGHAI No.4 design.

o

@)
AN

1] t S~—
|
i,

R D
\§hanghai local cover, 28 November 1949,
franked with the 400 Yuan local rate.

Shanghai No. 4 known with this suffix from 13 October to
3 December 1949,



Universal, large frank

East China Postal Administration,
Double Zero plus Informal Yuan suffix 00/z

Continued inflation forced another zero to the

SHANGHAI No. 4 suffix in January é&
O

Shanghai to England, 25 April 1950.

Franked with 28,500 Yuan, the international
airinail double-weight rate from S March to 15

July 1950.

Shanghai No. 4 known with this suffix from
30 January to 8 July, 19350.



Universal, large frank

East China Postal Administration,
Double Zero plus Informal Yuan suffix 00/5¢

The Shanghai No. O meter was unkno ore
this item was found. The town mark coni& 0

English and uses a numeric month. o

22 March 1950

Presently the only recorded example of
Shanghai No. 9 with this suffix,



Universal, large frank

East China Postal Administration,

Double Zero plus Formal Yuan suffix 00/[E|

The last East China Universal design had
suffix Double Zero over Formal Yuan.

LS

SIH No. 1 to Shanghai, 18 November 1949

Currently the only examplc known of an East China meter
stamp with this suffix.



Universal, large frank

Peoples Republic of China

The first Universal with a PRC inscription appeared with a
4-character inscription for Peoples Postal Service,

BHEEA Q&
H

- l.&*
n

= ¥D0800;

L]

}&%@# \-*M;Hs"ﬁ o i

S
\ Tienshui to Shanghai, 10 August 1950

Tienshui No. 1 was the only meter to have this arrangement.
Two examples known.



Universal, large frank PRC

The only other PRC meter design with the 4-character
country inscription (Fz # & A ) had suffix

Double Zero over Informal Yuan 00/3¢

Kweiyang No. 1 to Shanghai, 9 November
1951. 3200 Yuan paid the domestic letter
rate for 60 - 80 grams.

Two examples known.




Universal, large frank PRC

The 4-character inscription is quickly replaced hy
Chinese Peoples Postal Service, /& R A\ B &

All PRC designs from here on have the 6-character inscription.

00/ H

Luichow No. 1 t \31, 12 August 1951, 800 Yuan domestic letter rate
=

Luichow No %0
Shan
September 15
300 Yuan out-of-
town printed
matter rate.




Universal, large frank PRC

Double Zero over Formal Yuan suffix 00/[E]

)

Tienst@ 1 to Shanghai, 3 June 1951.
Franked % 0 yuan paying the registered letter rate.

i
)

/A




Universal, large frank PRC

An early casualty of the PRC administration was the flying goose
emblem. By the end of 1950 it is banished from all PRC meter

stamps.
This is the earliest known Univ%@b
stamp without the goose e .

m@Q

I

hOE e s &
LB O RS AN
CHINA BIBLE HOUSE

© 50 HONGKONG ROMY SHANGHAY [0), cHiNa,

S 146 Queen Victoria Ytrest
London B, C. 4s. e
England

. W, e Plath | ' '
; Anitioh and Ferolgn . Dible Soclehy - =

Shanghai No. 4 to England, 20 July 1950,

franked with 14500 Yuan paying the international
airmail rate in effect 15 July to 16 August 1950.



Universal, large frank PRC

The Shanghai No. 7 meter was unknown before these
parcel post receipts were discovered in 1994,

Double Zero over Informal Yuan suffix 00/7(

26 April 1951 and 12 September 1953






Universal, large frank PRC

The Hangchow No. 1 meter was also unknown before
this parcel post receipt was found.

Double Zero over Informal Yuan suffix 0({{;?13
/\\

28 February 1953



Universal, large frank PRC

00

Double Zero over Informal Yuan suffix fl:.

The Hengyang stamp on this document is unique

_.Thé Wusih stamp on s
document is one of three known




Universal, large frank PRC

For Nauking Nu. O Ue [lying goose was incompletely
removed. A wing remains in the top right corner.

Double Zero over Informal Yuan suffix 00/77

A

m— s Aok f%- 5 »i%%_ﬁ 0 :é%‘\ éjé at

#H A H
o rﬁ_ﬁ_,ﬂm'E

Portion of parcel post receipt with 50 Yuan in adhesives
stamps added, 12 May 1933.



Universal, large frank PRC

Double Zero over Formal Yuan 00/
Several post offices used this suffix in their meter stamps.

Swatow No. 1 to

Penang, Malaya,
6 August 1950




Universal, large frank PRC

00

Double Zecro over Formal Yuan @

One of the meters in Canton also used this suffix.

Parcel post receipt, 12 May, 1954

This is the only known example



Universal, large frank PRC

Double Zero over Formal Yuan 00/ [

Soochow No. 1 had Chinese only in the town ma&k.

Parcel post receipt, 12 December 1954



Universal, large frank PRC

The Kunming No. 2 meter is the first to add a
star in the upper right of the frank. %

Double Zero over Formal Yuan 00/ [H] §§

Kunming to Shanghai, 19 March 1953,
franked with 1600 Yuan paying the
domestic double-weight airmail rate.



Universal, large frank PRC

A lone machine, Tsainan No. 1, adopted the
characters for 100 Yuan as the suffix.

BJT

SR
\ Parcel post receipt, 8 March 1953.

Presently the only known
imprint of any meter stamp
from Tsainan before the
modern period



Universal, large frank PRC

;f“‘““ | ﬁmm&“ﬂmﬁ RERE

| P
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| 7

o
Wusih parcel ipt fragment, 27 June 1951

This docume %Eanked with adhesive issues totalling
2 tid p appears to have a double zero over

Yuan sufﬁx wh x\' suld give it a franking value of $50,000. But

Either\there was another

$450,000 in adhesive stamps,
or the meter stamp has a

suffix of double zeros over the
characters for 1000 Yuan.




Universal, large frank PRC

A meter stamp design from Canton reverted to the
dollar sign prefix and the double zero suffix.

$ - 00

i pi

This 3 August 1954 parcel post receipt is the only recorded
example of a Canton meter stamp in this state.



Universal, large frank PRC

Perhaps the currency reform of 1 Jan. 1955 prompted
basic changes in the Universal stamp. The POSTAGE PAID
characters are moved from the bottom to the right, a star
is added at left, the characters for Yuan and Fen appear at
the bottom, and the suffix disappears.

“
PR ME N e A =X \e@)
L m g & A (ﬂb 57
China Matioma! Sendries Export Corporation \.
SHANGIIAT DRANCH \—/
128, HUCHIU ROAD.

| HHANGHAL CHINA @ :
1/s. Societe Dormercial de L‘E)zest ‘#friean,
Ty Ruede Teheran,
Paris,
Frence
A7-0912
No. 7 to France, 30 July 1957,

r A

o BT O 8] R RN S B )
SHANGHAF TEXTILES EXFORT CORPORATION
27, CHUNGSHAN ROAD, E. 17
SHANGHATL, CHINA

ﬂasﬁrﬁ. Socizlc Commerciale 'de L'Quest Africain,

SREEERS e AR e ] . B ===

SHANGHAI No. 9 has Western rather than Roman month.



Universal, large frank PRC

Nanking No. 6 is the only machine to incl e
character Jiao 4 (10 cent piece) betwe

Yuan (dollar) and Fen (cent) ICha@c

S

Parcel post receipt, 17 March 1956



Universal, large frank PRC

After currency reform the Teltax
(Shanghai No. 5) was used for letter

mail instead of parcel post. Its new
frank contained a solid star prefix.

4y

s &0
{* *260 1
iz 1a &

Shanghai to Paris, 24 July 1959



Universal, large frank PRC

A few Universals near the end of the classic period had
inner boxes inserted around the value figures.

-

Canton No. 4 to Denmark, 28 July, 1959
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Kunming No. 6 parcel post receipt, 20 July 1958



Universal, large frank PRC

Partial inner hox

Swatow No. 1 to
Hong Kong, 241
February 1961.
Franked with the
48 Fen basic
international
airmail rate.




Universal, large frank PRC

Since the 1955 currency reform all Universal stamps
have country inscription (top six characters) reading left
to right. The lone exception was the meter in Hengyang.

The cover below is the only known

N

Parcel post receipt, 8 June 1960
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Pitney Bowes, flying goose

Pithey Bowes entered the Chinese magke %4

with eight machines: four in Shanghai, one e
Hangchow and Nanking, and one still unkn

PITNEY-BOWES, Inc.
Walnut & Pacific Streets

g
@
&

N

ijing,
b il Lt (f ,\<®
A ﬁ AT
oW AT 5
T 10000
G e

This essay of 1947 was an early alternative to the

flying goose design.



Pitney Bowes, flying goose

Progressive denomination wheel proofs from .January 1948
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Pitney Bowes, flying goose

. SECS62FLER

f*

Unique proof with n‘ééle NANKING
A

W

Frame proof



Pitney Bowes, flying goose

The earliest issued Pitney Bowes design had a
dollar sign prefix and the characters for Gol an as

suffix. % Ox@&

§ @%ﬁanghaj No. 1, 31 March 1949

This fragment is one of two known
examples of the earliest Pitney

Bowes flying goose design, with
dollar sign prefix and Gold Yuan
suffix.



Pitney Bowes, flying goose

From here forward all PB flying goose stamps have an
asterisk prefix.

Suffix: characters for 100 Yuan Eﬁ%

~ AN\

<=
&&ANGHM to Hong Kong, 20 April 1949.
Franked with 19,500 Gold Yuan. This is the correct

rate for a double weight double-registered air express
letter mailed between 17 and 28 April 19490,

Note the misspelled cancellation CHANGHALI.



Pitney Bowes, flying goose

Suffix: characters for 100 Yuan 5/[E

2]

; 1&__ L = pie A 5 e’_f_ﬁ
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B St o bt T M e L TR S

........

§ NANKING No. 3, 1 Dec. 1953

This tape is special in two ways:
« Itis the only known stamp from the machine,

« It was used with Republican inscriptions three years
after establishment of the PRC.



Suffix: characters for 10,000 Yuan

B

Machines at Shanghai Nos. 2 and 8 had this suffix.

SHANGHAI No. 2 to USA, 9 May, 1949




Pitney Bowes, flying goose

East China Postal Service
B

Pitncy Dowces stamps with this inscription arc firsd uscd
with the informal Yuan character as s

SHANGHAI No. 2, 23 June 1949,
franked with the 15 yuan (RMB) local rate.



Pitney Bowes, flying goose

East China Postal Service
Inflation adds a zero to the Informal Yuan suffix 0/j¢

=
"l
3]
=}
Sandpaper I offor
Park Building, St.,
Worcester 8, Mass
Ui Selilla Q
e&mdfﬁz
h—h--__ M@ == " u.:- g

-« =) ghm No 8 tolISA, Dﬂ Necemher 10409
nternatmnal surface printed matter rate

A regretful cace of hasty scissnrs



Pitney Bowes, flying goose

East China Postal Service

Suffix: Inflation added a zero to the
Informal Yuan O/7g
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' am R L e | SRS T - :
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Above: Chinese %4%

meter number.
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1950.

Right: Western | » Yot
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Shanghai No. 3, % s .
26 November ‘% : f’“% Beiro F kL.
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Pitney Bowes, flying goose

East China Postal Service

character for 100 over infcrmal'Yuan.%’\Kﬁ

B/7T o
Used by Shanghai No. 1 and N@
~ Q)

The final PB flying goose East China design has %

s\

Shanghai No. 8 airmail to USA, 31 March 1950

Franked with 15,800 Yuan paying the basic
intleruativnal airmail rate in effect 5 March
to 14 July, 1950.




Pitney Bowes, flying goose

East China Postal Service

Suffix: §/7T

Shanghai No. 1 to Kunming, 4 May

1950, franked with 5000 Yuan paying

= A the registered express rate in force 11
March to 11 May 1950.

The cxpress slip on the reverse is a Republican leftover,



Pitney Bowes, flying goose PRC

HWHA RABR F

The first Pitney Bowes PRC design was inscribed with
6-characters for Chinese Peoples Postal Service

and had 100 Yuan suffix f)/i
used with three meters; SHANGHAI Nos. 1, 2 and 8

SHANGHAI No. 1

to Soochow,
7 July, 1951,

800 Yuan domestic
letter rate.

O . : e S e
i‘i@*ﬁ\\\\\\\‘\‘\wg

380 Van Houten Street,

Faterson 1, B.J5

to USA,
4 May, 1951,
13,000 Yuan

international
airmail rate
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Pitney Bowes, flying goose PRC

100 Yuan suffix B
JL:
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Messrs.
Smith Chemical & Color Co.

55 John Street
Drooklyn 1, N.Y.

U. 5. A,

to USA,

22 July, 1950,
2800 yuan
international
surface rate




Pitney Bowes, flying goose PRC

Shanghai No. 2 differs from the others. The m

Suffix: 5§/JT

is left instead of right of the town name ab - O
= O

(=) % \
2 Q)

P

§@- ARh At

Shanghai to Soochow, 9 March 1952.

Franked with the 2000 Yuan registered
letter rate.



Pitney Bowes, ﬂiring goose PRC

Suffix: /¢

Shanghai No. 3 diffcrs from the others in that

N

it has a Western meter number
s

Parcel post receipt, 3 May 1952,



Pitney Bowes, flying goose PRC

Suffix: &/t

The characters for Chinese Peoples Postal Service are
reversed in the top panel on this stamp from Hangchow.
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Chekiang Hangchow, parcel post receipt,
20 July 1954

One of two examples known of this stamp



Pitney Bowes, straight-line frank PRC

The four Pitney Bowes meters in Shanghai were
given new stamp designs in the mid-1950s, presumably

in tandem with currency reform in 1955

e = e ] O \\9 D =
W= B o— W o AT %x
THE CHEEKIANG FIRST BANK OF COMMER % D —
SHANGHAIL CHINA
i Tm\
{:::: = ."E'-- z] = \
5 B 5 )
ﬁ
> CREDIT SU %
¢ ZURICH,
* swiTzZER B 2
=gl
""H'., - o
‘.‘F:': ':__ F  d - g -\- |_: i
REG:E*E&%:@ Via C?acu osiovakia
= \\\\v/ = e

HAI No. 1 to Switzerland, 30 November 1957

SH
84 Fen paid the registered airmail rate to Western
Europe via Czechoslovakia.

Note the reversed date with year at left




Pitney Bowes, straight-line frank PRC

s o co & = | SHANGHAI No. 2
registered airmail to

Europe, 20 August
1960

TR IR
SHATGHA]

[R o 00396

REGISTERED Via Crechoslovakia




Pitney Bowes, straight-line frank PRC

BANK CI —HINA
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Shanghai No. 3 to Switzerland, 10 March 1965, 37 fen,
reduced “commercial paper” international airmail rate



Pitney Bowes, straight-line frank PRC

CREDIT SUISSE,

ZURICH,

SWITZERLAND,

Shanghai No. 8 to Switzerland, 1 August 1964, 52
fen international airmail rate



Pitney Bowes, faux perforations PRC

The only Pitney Bowes micter in Deijing was uscd from 1957

to 1959 on foreign mail only.
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Two 1957 registered airmail covers to Amsterdam,
260 fen for 60 grams and 114 fen for 20 grams.




Hasler, flying goose

A single Swiss Hasler meter was delivered to China in 1948.

Shanghai No. 6, parcel post receipt, 18 February 1949

‘This document is the only evidence in existence showing the Hasler
meter was used before the PRC era.




Hasler, flying goose PRC

During the PRC era the Hasler meter stamp
design underwent several changes.

The first was no different from the T
Republican stamp except for the gf} P 5
Chinese Peoples Pastal Service e Ay

inscription at top.

This tape is one of three
examples known.

; = ‘E’]EUEIU"

O11 22 Ocluber 1951 the $ prefix
changed to a Yen sign ¥,

Western ID number was
its Chinese equivalent. %
This tape isc6ne of five
& es known.

Sometime Retween 1951 and 1957

the simulated perforation border
was removed, and denomination

symbols were added at upper right:
yuan ($) | jiao (10¢), fen (¢).

This tape is unique.




Hasler, straight-line frank PRC

Twn new Hasler meters were hrought to China around 1961 and
were installed in Shanghai as machines 10 (+ ) and 11 ( £ )

PR AL E‘;: 'f—: fff';;‘% al % I |
& L& “r,f.| 1 a4 u_ir-s“%qisﬂ

_13:; PR T in R 5 / : \
AT A Ao ;:f-; 5 '.. I = U“S I
/ ) |

/ /2 fo e
2 j) 4 phr 2] 440/ “"‘@
[/ |

r1 ~ .;.’J;! ,.__- 3 = 2 : | : = 5 5N e _':!
|I'E.- b4 :. @ -
e £\

Shanghai No. 10, loc

Communiem ic the central

evolution cover with inscription at UL:
ad us in our hasie theary af Marx and Lenin.

R0 MINERALS BMPORT AND EXPOAT CORPORATION
EHAHGHAI BRANCH

VIA AIR MAIL

"y [{'f - PR TS .-.1 -
{ = x 0 i

}
%

Shanghai No. 10, 14 November 1974, registered airmail to Ghana



Hasler, straight-line frank PRC

SHANGHAT No. 10
Airmail covers to Kuwait and the Sudan, both returned to sender
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Hasler, straight-line frank PRC
SHANGHAI No. 11

Very late use, 12 October 1982, local registered cover



Hasler, straight-line frank

The final change that took place to one of the classic

period meters occured sometime between 1979
April 1981. The Shanghai No. 10 Hasler die
reingraved. Both inner and outer fram%s

narrowed.
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One of two covers known of the re-ingraved design.



